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Conditions: Given a commercial cargo vehicle with suspected explosives or prohibited items, a search mirror, flashlight and an additional MP patrol.  You are on duty performing vehicle searches at the main gate.  The installation commander has directed that all commercial cargo vehicles be searched as a condition for entry onto the installation.

Standards: Search a commercial cargo vehicle and find all explosives or prohibited items without causing damage or injury to self or others.

	Performance Steps

	
1.
Stop the vehicle using hand and arm signals  (Ref: SL 1 Task 191-376-5107).

	NOTE: Always position yourself so that you are highly visible to traffic with good approach sight distance and wear brightly colored vests or hats so you can be seen easily by the vehicle driver.

	
a.
SKILLS Soldier must have:

	
(1)
Inter Personal Communications (IPC).

	
b.
KNOWLEDGES Soldier must have:

	
(1)
How to implement correct hand and arm signals.

	
2.
Interview driver and vehicle occupants.

	
a.
Identify yourself to driver and occupants.

	
b.
Identify each occupant by looking at military identification (ID) card, drivers' license or other form of photo ID.

	
c.
Request to see the following documentation:

	
(1)
Vehicle registration.

	
(2)
Logbook or itinerary.

	
(3)
Manifest, shipping papers, or bill of lading.

	
(4)
Gas receipts.

	
d.
Determine specifics of cargo shipment by asking questions such as:

	
(1)
Where are you going?

	
(2)
What is your cargo?

	
(3)
What is the name and position of the person you are delivering the cargo to?

	
(4)
Did you watch the cargo get loaded?

	
(5)
How long have you driven for your current employer?

	
(6)
Do you drive this vehicle most of the time?

	
(7)
Would there be any contraband or prohibited items in this vehicle?

	
(8)
Has this vehicle had any repairs recently?  If so, what?

	
e.
Maintain eye contact with driver throughout interview and report suspicious behavior to your supervisor.

	
f.
SKILLS Soldier must have:

	
(1)
IPC.

	
g.
KNOWLEDGES Soldier must have:

	
(1)
Differentiate between authentic and fraudulent.  Look for signs of tampering.

	
( a)
Drivers' licenses from all states.

	
( b)
Military and Department of Defense ID cards.

	
( c)
Vehicle registrations from all states.

	
( d)
Logbooks and itineraries.

	
( e)
Manifests, shipping papers, and bills of lading.

	
( f)
Gas receipts.

	
(2)
Recognize physical manifestations of the "fight or flight" mechanism.

	
(3)
Recognize auditory manifestations of the "fight or flight" mechanism.

	
3.
Inform the driver that all commercial cargo vehicles must be searched or inspected as a condition for entry onto the installation and have occupants exit the vehicle.

	
a.
Have driver open all compartments on the interior of the vehicle and every door, compartment, hood, and rear doors on exterior of vehicle.

	
b.
Direct the occupants to move to a designated safe area about 5 meters from the vehicle and out of the flow of traffic where they can be observed.

	NOTE:  Failure to consent to the search will result in denied access to the installation and local authorities will be notified of the suspicious activity.

	
4.
Search the basic exterior vehicle.

	
a.
Be aware of the following indicators of explosives or prohibited Items while searching the exterior of the vehicle:

	
(1)
Anything unusual in factory built compartments.

	
(2)
New or shiny bolts and/or screws.

	
(3)
Unusual scratches, possibly made by screwdrivers, wrenches, or similar tools.

	
(4)
Unusually clean or dirty components and areas.

	
(5)
New or broken welds.

	
(6)
Fresh wiring and electrical tape.

	
(7)
New caulking found by smell or touch.

	
(8)
Fresh bodywork (fresh fiber-glassing, fresh paint, etc.).

	
(9)
Missing or altered Vehicle Identification Number.

	
(10)
"Solid" sound when tapping the tires, fenders, hood, etc.

	NOTE:  Do not wear jewelry (rings, watches, necklaces, etc.) or other dangling items that can become snagged on a vehicle and always ensure the engine is off and the parking brake is set before beginning the inspection.

	
b.
Looking for the indicators listed in paragraph 4. A., search the basic exterior of the vehicle to include:

	
(1)
Hood.

	
(2)
Engine compartment.

	
(3)
Bumpers.

	
(4)
Fenders.

	
(5)
Tires.

	
(6)
Gas tanks.

	
(7)
Air tanks.

	
(8)
Undercarriage.

	
(9)
Chassis.

	
c.
When searching a Tractor/Trailer, also search:

	
(1)
Exhaust stacks.

	
(2)
Fifth wheel area.

	
(3)
Trailer floor.

	
d.
When searching a Tanker, also search:

	
(1)
Walls of the tank.

	
(2)
Kingpin area.

	
(3)
Undercarriage.

	
(4)
Temperature guage.

	
(5)
Storage areas.

	
e.
When searching Box Trucks/Trailers, also search:

	
(1)
Trailer doors.

	
(2)
Bumpers.

	
(3)
Walls.

	
(4)
Roof/ceiling.

	
(5)
Floor.

	
(6)
Refrigeration unit.

	
(7)
Cargo.

	
f.
When searching a Motor Home/Recreational Vehicle, also search:

	
(1)
Water/sewage tanks.

	
(2)
Walls.

	
(3)
Storage areas.

	
(4)
Floors, doors, appliances.

	
(5)
Cabinets.

	
(6)
Roof/ceiling.

	
(7)
Heating/AC vents.

	
(8)
Sleep areas.

	NOTE:  Use an improvised mirror device to search the undercarriage as well as areas that are difficult to see.

	
5.
Search the interior of the vehicle.

	
a.
Be aware of the following indicators of explosives or prohibited Items while searching the interior of the vehicle:

	
(1)
Anything unusual in factory built compartments.

	
(2)
New or shiny bolts and/or screws.

	
(3)
Unusual scratches, possibly made by screwdrivers, wrenches, or similar tools.

	
(4)
Unusually clean or dirty components and areas.

	
(5)
New or broken welds.

	
(6)
Fresh wiring and electrical tape.

	
(7)
New caulking found by smell or touch.

	
(8)
Missing or altered Vehicle Identification Number.

	
b.
Including the indicators listed above; perform a systematic inspection of the interior of the vehicle to include:

	
(1)
The seating area.

	
( a)
Look for unusual lumps or bulges in the seat.

	
( b)
Check the arm rest or arm rest storage area.

	
( c)
Look under the floor mats.

	
(2)
The dashboard area.

	
( a)
Look for new, damaged, or scratched screws.

	
( b)
Look for plugged vents.

	
( c)
Look in the ashtray.

	
(3)
The glove box and tool compartment.

	
( a)
Look for a false compartment.

	
( b)
Look for new, damaged, or scratched screws.

	
(4)
The ceiling and sun visors.

	
( a)
Look for false or modified ceiling.

	
( b)
Check above sun visor.

	
(5)
The sleeper area.

	
( a)
Look for modified speaker cavities.

	
( b)
Look for strangely clean or unclean areas.

	
( c)
Check for unusual items in under-mattress compartment.

	
( d)
Check to see if mattress is unusually heavy.

	
( e)
Check walls or ceiling for unusual thickness.

	
( f)
Feel headliner for suspicious lumps.

	
(6)
The door panels.

	
( a)
Look for modified speaker cavities.

	
c.
SKILLS Soldier must have:

	
(1)
Use of mirror and lighting.

	
(2)
Use of search devices.

	
d.
KNOWLEDGES Soldier must have:

	
(1)
What does an improvised explosive device look like?

	
(2)
What does contraband look like?

	
(3)
Standing Operating Procedures (SOP).

	
(4)
Vehicle hidden compartments.

	
6.
If explosives or prohibited items are NOT found in the vehicle, release the vehicle to the driver and help them to enter the flow of traffic.

	
a.
SKILLS Soldier must have:

	
(1)
IPC.

	
(2)
Hand and Arm Signals.

	
7.
When suspected explosives devices are found in the vehicle:

	
a.
Suspend all radio and cellular phone traffic 100 meters around the vehicle and surrounding area.

	
b.
Detain the driver and all occupants of the vehicle.

	
c.
Secure the vehicle (Ref. SL-1 191-376-5128).

	
d.
Immediately evacuate the surrounding area in accordance with Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (BATF) Vehicle Bomb Explosive Hazard and Evacuation Distance Table.  This is a nationally recognized standard.

	
e.
Notify supervisor.

	
f.
Secure scene until cleared by explosive experts or until properly relieved.

	NOTE:  Never attempt to handle or disarm a suspected explosive device.

	
g.
SKILLS Soldier must have:

	
(1)
Protect a crime scene.

	
(2)
IPC.

	
h.
KNOWLEDGES Soldier must have:

	
(1)
How to establish a perimeter.

	
(2)
Recognize an explosive device.

	
(3)
Radio procedures.

	
(4)
How to safely evacuate an area.

	
8.
When suspected prohibited items are found in the vehicle:

	
a.
Secure the driver and all occupants of the vehicle.

	
b.
Secure the vehicle (Ref. SL-1 191-376-5128).

	
c.
Notify supervisor.

	
d.
Secure scene until cleared by supervisor or until properly relieved.

	NOTE:  Never handle the prohibited items unless ordered by supervisor or investigator.

	
e.
SKILLS Soldier must have:

	
(1)
Protect a crime scene.

	
(2)
IPC.

	
f.
KNOWLEDGES Soldier must have:

	
(1)
How to establish a perimeter.

	
(2)
Recognize prohibited items.

	
(3)
Radio procedures.

	
(4)
How to safely evacuate an area.


	Performance Measures
	GO
	NO GO

	
1.
Stopped the vehicle using hand and arm signals.
	——
	——

	
2.
Interviewed driver and vehicle occupants.
	——
	——

	
3.
Informed the driver that all commercial cargo vehicles must be searched as a condition for entry onto the installation and had occupants exit the vehicle.
	——
	——

	
a.
Had driver open all compartments on the interior of the vehicle and every door, compartment, hood and rear doors on exterior of vehicle.
	  
	  

	
b.
Directed the occupants to move to a place about 5 meters from the vehicle and out of the flow of traffic where they could be observed.
	  
	  

	
4.
Searched the basic exterior of the commercial vehicle.
	——
	——

	NOTE:  Do not wear jewelry (rings, watches, necklaces, etc.) or other dangling items that can become snagged on a vehicle and always ensure the engine is off and the parking brake is set before beginning the inspection.
	 
	 

	
a.
Hood.
	  
	  

	
b.
Engine compartment.
	  
	  

	
c.
Bumpers.
	  
	  

	
d.
Fenders.
	  
	  

	
e.
Tires.
	  
	  

	
f.
Gas tanks.
	  
	  

	
g.
Air tanks.
	  
	  

	
h.
Undercarriage.
	  
	  

	
i.
Chassis.
	  
	  

	
5.
Searched the interior of the vehicle to include:
	——
	——

	
a.
The seating area.
	  
	  

	
b.
The dashboard area.
	  
	  

	
c.
The glove box and tool compartment.
	  
	  

	
d.
The ceiling and sun visors.
	  
	  

	
e.
The sleeper area.
	  
	  

	
f.
The door panels.
	  
	  

	
6.
If explosives or prohibited items were NOT found in the vehicle, released the vehicle to the driver and help them to enter the flow of traffic.
	——
	——

	
7.
If suspected explosives devices were found in the vehicle:
	——
	——

	
a.
Suspended all radio and cellular phone traffic 100 meters around the vehicle and surrounding area.
	  
	  

	
b.
Secured the driver and all occupants of the vehicle.
	  
	  

	
c.
Secured the vehicle.
	  
	  

	
(1)
Immediately evacuated the surrounding area.
	  
	  

	
d.
Notified supervisor.
	  
	  

	
e.
Secured scene until cleared by explosive experts or until properly relieved.
	  
	  

	NOTE:  Never attempt to handle or disarm a suspected explosive device.
	 
	 

	
8.
When suspected prohibited items were found in the vehicle:
	——
	——

	
a.
Secured the driver and all occupants of the vehicle.
	  
	  

	
b.
Secured the vehicle.
	  
	  

	
c.
Notified supervisor.
	  
	  

	
d.
Secured scene until cleared by supervisor or until properly relieved.
	  
	  

	NOTE:  Never handle the prohibited items unless ordered by supervisor or investigator.
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